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CT Legal Guide 2001 -2003 Archived Content




 


From 2001 -20003 the CT Legal Guide offered information about Connecticut ATTORNEYS | BAIL BONDS | COURTS | COURT FORMS | LEGAL RESOURCES | STATE FEDERAL AGENCIES to its visitors.

They also had a moving tribute to a canine search & rescue dog, Git Ander after he was tragically killed by two police officers.

Content is from the site's 2001 -2003 archived pages.


 






Canine Search & Rescue Tribute
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Over 250 canine search and rescue dogs worked around the clock at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon after the September 11th terrorist attacks. These heroes worked without the benefit of gas masks and protective clothing.  They climbed and searched places considered to dangerous for humans.  This photo tribute is in their honor in recognition of their bravery and heroic efforts.

Special recognition is given to search and rescue dog,

Git Ander who was gunned down upon his return from Ground Zero.
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Git Ander: World Trade Center Hero Needlessly and Recklessly Killed In the line of duty


After searching for survivors in the rubble of the World Trade Center, Git Ander, a seven-year-old German Shepherd returned to duty as a police canine in Plainfield, New Jersey.  Git Ander was a member of the Union County Sheriff’s Department K-9 Unit.


According to an Associated Press report, on the night of September 26, 2001, Git Ander and his handler, Sergeant John Gillespie,arrived at the scene of a reported stolen car.  The suspects fled on foot.  Sergeant Gillespie pursued the eighteen-year-old driver while Git Ander was ordered to chase after and apprehend the other passenger who was a twelve-year-old girl.


Git Ander apprehended the passenger.  Following the procedure the dog was trained to, he held onto the suspect by holding onto her leg.  The dog had been trained not to release his hold on the suspect until his handler arrived on the scene and commanded him to do so.  


Minutes before his handler showed up, two other police officers arrived on the scene. Despite the fact that Git Ander wore a police badge on his collar, Officers Ronald Fusco and Craig Montgomery fatally shot the dog eleven times.  Sgt. Gillespie arrived just as his dog was dying.


Officers Ronald Fusco and Craig Montgomery later alleged that they thought the dog was a stray. 


Sherriff Froehlich of the Union County Sheriff's Department explained that the dog had been trained not to separate from the suspect until a command from his handler was given.  Even in the face of repeated gunfire, the dog faithfully followed his handler’s commands. "Unfortunately, Git gave his life doing what he was supposed to," said Sheriff Froehlich.  He added that, "He was our most popular dog because he was so easy to deal with. "The kids loved him because he was this big hairy thing they could throw their arms around and hug."


The well-known Union County Sheriff's Department K-9 Unit has been highly commended and is well recognized.  Git Ander and other canines from the unit arrived at the World Trade Center two hours after the attack on September 11, 2001.


The heroism of Git Ander has gone unrecognized.  Officers Ronald Fusco and Craig Montgomery looked at him as a stray and shot him to death while the dog was conducting official police duty. 


Git Ander, a heroic canine police officer was gunned down for following orders. He deserved respect from his fellow officers.  Eleven shots within minutes is an uncalled for act of excessive, deadly force...even if the victim hadn't been a hero and was just a stray.


The unharmed twelve-year-old suspect was later arrested. No charges had been filed against the two officers who shot Git Ander to death.


Edward Santiago, Chief of Police of the Town of Plainfield, declined to comment on the two officers' actions.


Governor James E. McGreevey

http://www.state.nj.us/governor/govmail.html


Senator John Lynch

SenLynch@njleg.state.nj.us


Assemblyman Jerry Green

asmgreen@njleg.org


Chief of Police, Town of Plainfield

EdwardSantiago@plainfield.com


Mayor of Plainfield

AlbertMcWilliams@plainfield.com


Director of Public Safety, Plainfield

MichaelLattimore@plainfield.com


The matter had also been referred to Union County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan due to the police use of deadly force.  Prosecutor Manahan is located at:


Offices of the Prosecutor of Union County

32 Rahway Avenue,

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202

The main telephone number is (908) 527-4500

Fax: (908) 289-1267


Email Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan

tmanahan@unioncountynj.org
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Despite clear and convincing evidence, Union County prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan did not file any charges whatsoever against Plainfield Officers Montgomery and Fusco who recklessly and needlessly shot to death Git Ander.  Despite the attempts of the police and prosecutor’s office to withhold from the public a police videotape which showed the incident, News 12 New Jersey obtained a copy of it and extensively analyzed it.  What was revealed on the videotape was even more shocking than previous reports of the shooting.  New 12 New Jersey reported that Officers Montgomery and Fusco fired a total of eighteen shots at Git Ander at point blank range.  The eighteen consecutive shots can be clearly heard on the videotape.  In addition to Git Ander wearing his police badge, the Union County Canine Police Van which was clearly marked and visible was parked less than ten feet away from the spot where the officers gunned down Git Ander. 


Within seconds of the shooting, Sgt. John Gillespie arrived on the scene and attempted to talk to Officer Montgomery when he saw Git Ander on the ground dying.  The videotape clearly showed Officer Montgomery lashing out and forcibly and physically knocking Sgt. John Gillespie down to the ground. 


The videotape is heart wrenching to watch.  The videotape says it all.  Officers Montgomery and Fusco shot nonstop at point blank range eighteen times at Git Ander and then Officer Montgomery turned his rage on the dog’s handler.


Even before the investigation had been concluded, prosecutor Manahan publicly defended these officers.  Union County prosecutor Manahan closed the case and stated that the Plainfield police officers were justified in shooting Git Ander, and he blamed Sgt. Gillespie for losing sight of his dog.  Plainfield Public Safety Director, Michael Lattimore, told News 12 New Jersey that he was pleased that his officers had been exonerated, and Plainfield police chief Edward Santiago supported his officers' shooting of Git Ander.


It is an outrage that Union County prosecutor did not file charges against these officers.  It is equally appalling that Plainfield police chief Edward Santiago and Public Safety Director Michael Lattimore condone their officers' conduct. 


Let all of these public officials know that you are outraged and demand justice.
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"I worked as an intern here a few summers ago. Was an amazing experience and I learned a lot about the law. Also found some of the case work very interesting an unexpected. I learned that if you sue Google because you feel your ranks should be better, that you will lose on the first round because Google's ranks are considered opinions, protected by the first amendment. Also that if there is a negative search result in Google, that you probably have no ability to remove it legally, even it the results are damaging to your reputation. Even if the results are misleading. But one client hired a highly regarded internet service that specialized in removing Google search results. They are expensive, but they do the job, by actually suppressing the ranks that are the problem. Until I saw it happen, I would never have believed that a 3rd party could change Google's search results. It's a double edged sword though - if they can suppress a bad search result, a criminal could also remove the result that identifies him as a bad actor. I never got to ask about this, but was told that the company verified all their clients before accepting a removal project to prevent someone from hiding their bad deeds." Josh Sherman


 


Locate a Bail Bonds Company



	Fairfield County	Hartford County	Litchfield County
	Middlesex County	Connecticut Counties	New Haven County
	New London County	Tolland County	Windham County



 


 


Directory of State & Federal Legal Resources

 


	
			Connecticut Laws

				
			   Court Resources

				
			   United States Courts

			
	
			Connecticut Administrative Decisions

				
			  Court Publications

				
			       Federal Laws & Procedures

			




 

 




Connecticut Laws




	Connecticut General Statutes (revised to 2001)

	 
	Connecticut Constitution

	includes additional historical information

	 
	Connecticut General Assembly Home Page

	Pending Bills

	 
	Connecticut General Assembly Text Search 2001->1988

	 
	Connecticut Public Acts and Special Acts Index  

	(From 1996 to 2000)

	 
	Connecticut Department of Revenue  

	Tax Forms and Information

	 
	Connecticut Public Health Code

	 




Connecticut State Administrative Decisions



Attorney Ethics: 




	Connecticut Statewide Grievance Committee

	Statewide Attorney Grievance Decisions from 1994






Unemployment:


	Connecticut Employment Security Board of Review

	Board of Review decisions (from Oct. 1994) and precedential Board Precedent Manual decisions

	(1990 to Sept. 1994). Supplements the Precedent Manual

	 




Connecticut Court Resources:




	Superior Court Calendars & Civil Short Calendar Procedures

	 
	Standing Orders By Judicial District



	Court Fees

	 



	Civil/Family Case Look-up

	

	    Search by Party Name

	

	   Search by Docket Number

	 
	Guide to Short Calendar & Case Look-up

	 
	Unemployment Appeals

	 
	Court Forms

	 
	Connecticut Judicial Branch

	 



	Juror Attendance Status

	 




Connecticut Court Publications




	
	Connecticut Practice Book 2002 Edition

	Superior and Appellate Court procedures

	Rules of professional conduct governing attorneys

	 

	
	
	Connecticut Code of Evidence

	






	
	Guide to Court Information in Connecticut

	 

	
	
	Landlord's Guide to Summary Process (Eviction), Rev. 7/01

	
	
	Tenant's Guide to Summary Process (Eviction), Rev. 7/01

	
	
	Attorney Grievance Procedures in Connecticut

	
	
	Child Support and Arrearage Guidelines

	
	
	Connecticut Courts, Rev. 12/99

	
	
	Do It Yourself Divorce Guide (4/98)

	
	
	Procedure for Ordering A Court Transcript

	
	
	Rights and Responsibilities of Landlords and Tenants  Rev. 3/01

	
	
	Small Claims Process, Rev. 5/01

	
	
	Your Guide to Jury Duty, Rev. 8/01

	
	
	2001 Violations and Infractions Schedule, Rev. 10/01

	




 


United States Courts




	United States Supreme Court



	United States Supreme Court Decisions Search

	 
	U. S. District Court Connecticut

	 
	U. S. Court of Appeals (2nd Cir.) Opinions

	 
	U. S. Circuit Courts of Appeals Decisions All Circuits

	 
	U. S. Bankruptcy Court District of Connecticut

	 
	U. S. Bankruptcy Court District of Connecticut Opinions




Federal Laws & Procedures







	Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
	Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
	Federal Rules of Evidence
	United States Supreme Court Rules
	U. S. District Court - District of Connecticut

	

	 
		District of Connecticut Local Rules Civil Procedure

		 
	District of Connecticut Local Rules Criminal Procedure

		 
	District of Connecticut Rule Changes

		 
	U. S. District Court - District of Connecticut Court Forms

		 


	
	U. S. Bankruptcy Court District of Connecticut

	  
		Local Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure

		 
	Connecticut Bankruptcy Court Procedure

		 



		Bankruptcy Court Fees

		 
	Bankruptcy Court Forms

		 
	Bankruptcy Court Calendar

		 
	Bankruptcy Court Pamphlets & Court Addresses

		 


	
	U. S. Bankruptcy Code

	 
	U. S. Code
	 

	









 


The following Judicial Court Forms are available in two formats:



	
	PDF Forms can be printed out and filled in by hand or typewriter.  Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to view them. You can download Acrobat Reader  here. 

	



	
	Fillable Formscan be filled out and then printed.  Before using please read the Instructions for using fillable forms 

	





These forms are also available in electronic format from the Judicial Branch Electronic Bulletin Board System.


Civil Short Calendar Procedures - Standard Fax Transmittal Forms




General | Criminal | Civil | Administrative | Family | Attorney Grievance | Housing | Juvenile | 


Supreme/Appellate Court |Probate | Victim Services


 






State of Connecticut 

Directory of Connecticut State Agencies Websites


 


	
			Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities

			Connecticut Development Authority

			Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium

			Connecticut Housing Finance Authority

			Connecticut Lottery Corporation

			Connecticut National Guard

			Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority

			Connecticut Siting Council

			Connecticut State University System

			Consumer Counsel, Office of

			Consumer Protection, Department of

			Correction, Department of

			Criminal Justice Commission

			Criminal Justice, Division of

			Deaf and Hearing Impaired, State Commission on the

			Development Authority, Connecticut

			Developmental Disabilities, Connecticut Council on

			Disabilities, Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with

			Economic and Community Development, Department of

			Education, State Department of

			Elections Enforcement Commission, State

			Environmental Protection, Department of

			Environmental Quality, Council on

			Ethics Commission

			Fire Prevention and Control, Commission on

			Firearms Permit Examiners, Board of

			Fiscal Analysis, Office of

			Freedom of Information Commission


			 

				
				
				Mental Retardation, Department of

				Military Department

				Motor Vehicles, Department of

				Pardons, Board of

				Parole, Connecticut Board of

				Permanent Commission on the Status of Women

				Police Officer Standards and Training Council

				Policy and Management, Office of

				Properties Review Board

				Psychiatric Security Review Board

				Public Defender Services, Division of

				Public Health, Department of

				Public Safety, Department of

				Public Utility Control, Department of

				Public Works, Department of

				Revenue Services, Department of

				Secretary of the State

				Siting Council, Connecticut

				Social Services, Department of

				Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Marines’ Fund

				Special Revenue, Division of

				Tax Department, (Revenue Services)

				Teachers' Retirement Board

				Transportation, Department of

				Treasurer, Office of the State

				University of Connecticut

				University of Connecticut Health Center

				Veterans Affairs, Department of

				Victim Advocate, Office of the

				Women, Permanent Commission on the Status of

				Workers' Compensation Commission
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